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long established and Philip, standing as he did
as the head of the Catholic cause, seemed to
endanger the continued possession by the new
millionaires of the Church lands which they had
stolen in England. The discontent was fanned
by the French King and his Ambassador in
London, because the marriage would increase
the power of Spain, France's rival at the
time. There was an insurrection which very
nearly succeeded, backed with French money
and French guns. It was launched under the
promise that there should be a French invasion in
aid of it.
This insurrection, called Wyatt's Rebellion,
was put down; but Mary was far too merciful
on this occasion. She spared her young half-sister
Elizabeth who was undoubtedly mixed up in
the affair, and she believed Elizabeth when that
Princess declared herself whole-heartedly Catholic
and disavowed the religious revolutionaries. But
those revolutionaries were now not only religious,
they were also political revolutionaries and many
of them social revolutionaries as well. During the
six years of Edward VPs nominal reign they
had had their way, they had tasted power and
it gave them courage. Moreover the sincerely
religious enthusiasts among them had an
intensity of feeling which made them exceedingly
dangerous.